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After 40 years of shows in CT and NY, for Sherman
Chamber Ensemble ‘It doesn’t get better than this’
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SHERMAN — More than four decades ago, cellist Eliot Bailen had
a vision of bringing concert lovers together in the town of Sherman.
“While I grew up in Manhattan, my family had come to Sherman
since I was a kid. I always thought this would be a great place to do
music,” said Bailen, a Sherman resident who, along with his wife,
flutist Susan Rotholz, founded the Sherman Chamber Ensemble, a
nonprofit organization.
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“I saw it as a place where we could invite our friends that we love to
play with,” said Bailen, who met his wife at the Yale School of
Music in 1979.

He mobilized many people he knew to support his endeavor. The Ensemble began with a few concerts a year,
and word of the concerts spread throughout the community. Today, it produces 20 concerts a year.
On July 9, the Ensemble will celebrate its 40th anniversary with a special concert called “BRAVO!”
The concert will pay tribute to the music of the late Broadway legend Stephen Sondheim, a former Roxbury
resident, and Felix Mendelssohn’s double string quartet.
Broadway veterans Marissa McGowan and Michael Mendez will present a selection of Sondheim’s music and
will be joined by pianist Sean Cameron, cellist Bailen and flutist Rotholz.
It will be the first concert in the Ensemble’s 2022 summer concert series.
Lisa Furhman, executive director of the Ensemble, said Sondheim is an “icon” in the music business.
“Stephen was from our area and really helped to change theater in a similar way that
composers helped to change music as it progressed from Baroque to Renaissance to all
different styles of music, and Felix Mendelssohn was kind of a trend maker in his own
way when he developed this octet that we'll be playing.”
Furhman added both artists are “trailblazers.”
“We just thought it would be fun to have them side by side,” she said.
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Furhman said the combination of Sondheim and classical music will bring together a
varied audience and expose listeners to music with which they may not be familiar.
“It might open up new areas of music for people to enjoy,” she said.

Four decades of performances
The Sherman Ensemble is made up of performers, which Furhman said
is what makes them unique.
“We're not presenting other groups,” she said. “We are performers
ourselves and because of Elliot and Susie's connections and work in not
just Manhattan but throughout the northeast, they have contacts with
incredible musicians. We have a stable of musicians to call upon,
depending on what kind of music we're playing, and the depth and the
variety and the professionalism and the creativity of these musicians is
unrivaled.”
Additionally, there’s great variety in the types of music performed
through the Ensemble.
“Not only do we play classical music in our summer series, but we also work in other forms of music,” she said.
There is a bluegrass concert “where we kind of let our hair down every year and join with local musicians.
People come and they sit on blankets and picnic and clap and dance,” Furhman said.
The Ensemble also performs a jazz concert in the fall, which is a fusion of classical and jazz together.
In May, they put on “The Marvelous Mr. Mozart” — an all Mozart concert.
Throughout the pandemic, they never stopped putting on concerts.
“We were lucky enough to have outdoor venues,” Furhman said. “People were safe and able to still come and
enjoy live performances.”
About 100 people attend each performance, Furhman said.
“We play in small venues, typically because we want to retain the intimacy of chamber music. Part of what
makes chamber music a little more special is that you feel very close to the music, both in proximity and the
size of the group that you're with,” she said.
Aside from performing in Sherman, the Ensemble performs in nearby towns including Kent, Brookfield,
Washington and Pawling, N.Y.
When people come to watch a performance, they also get an education about the music they’re hearing,
Furhman said.
“Part of the Ensemble’s mission is not just to play music. It's also to educate people about music. We've done
open rehearsals where we invite people in and talk about the musicians, talk about the way the music is
composed, and how the music appeals to them,” she said.
The Ensemble also puts on many children's concerts that are a musical telling of classic stories such as
“Ferdinand,” “Peter and the Wolf,” and “The Story About Ping.”
In a program called Song to Symphony, musicians travel into neighboring schools and help students write lyrics
and music that gets compiled into a symphony.

Much of the audience at the concerts is an older crowd — many of whom have been with Bailen and Rotholz
from the beginning.
To draw a younger audience to concert music, Rotholz said the goal “is not playing music that you think they
would want to hear but it's playing the music that we believe in excellently and then they can see the value of.”
Bailen said he was encouraged by many musicians through the decades that he had a good thing going.
“The very famous keyboard player, Ken Cooper, came up and played with us — it might have been 10 years
into it,” Bailen said. “I just remember the end of a concert, he put his arm around me and said ‘It doesn't get
better than this.’ It was a very warm audience. We were playing with people we love to play with. And when
you realize that you've encountered something that's so unique and special and meaningful, you want to stick
with it — that's why we do it.”
The Ensemble is supported by the donations of individuals, foundations, and businesses, and also by the
Connecticut Department of Community and Economic Development Office of the Arts and CT Humanities.
The group also holds benefit events and receive grants.
“It's just wonderful to see the dedication of these volunteers to help to make it all happen,” Furhman said. “And
this couldn't happen without the support of our members.”
The 40th anniversary tribute concert of the Sherman Chamber Ensemble will be at 7:30 p.m. at the McGuire
Auditorium on the campus of the Canterbury School on Aspetuck Avenue in New Milford. General admission
tickets are $40 and include an After Concert Anniversary Fête. Children ages 15 and under are admitted free. In
addition, tickets for reserved seating, which includes entrance to a pre-concert cocktail reception begin at $100.
Tickets may be purchased at SCEmusic.org. General admission tickets will be available at the door.
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